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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
A Parish of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey of the Orthodox Church in America  

360 Van Zile Road, Brick, New Jersey 08724 

        Phone: (732) 458-9032       Email: orthodoxbrick@gmail.com 

       Fax: (732) 295-0007           Website: www.orthodoxbrick.org  

Very Rev. Fr. Gary Joseph Breton, Rector 

Very Rev. Fr. Sergius Kuharsky, Retired Attached Priest 

Very Rev. Fr. Paul Kucynda, Retired Attached Priest  

Rev. Fr. Alexander Smida, Attached Priest 

Rev. Fr. Michael Pejovic, Attached Priest 

Matthew Petrides, Senior Warden 

Reader Matthew Hascha, Choir Director 

 

 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

THE GREAT FEAST OF PENTECOST 

The story of Pentecost is found in the book of The Acts of the Apostles. In Chapter 

two we are told that the Apostles of our Lord were gathered together in one place. 

Suddenly, a sound came from heaven like a rushing wind, filling the entire house 

where they were sitting. Then, tongues of fire appeared, and one sat upon each one 

of Apostles. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages as directed by the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4). 

This miraculous event occurred on the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, celebrated by the 

Jews on the fiftieth day after the Passover as the culmination of the Feast of Weeks 

(Exodus 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10). The Feast of Weeks began on the third day 

after the Passover with the presentation of the first harvest sheaves to God, and it 

concluded on Pentecost with the offering of two loaves of unleavened bread, 

representing the first products of the harvest (Leviticus 23:17-20; Deuteronomy 

16:9-10). 

Since the Jewish Feast of Pentecost was a great pilgrimage feast, many people from 

throughout the Roman Empire were gathered in Jerusalem on this day. When the 

people in Jerusalem heard the sound, they came together and heard their own 

languages being spoken by the Apostles (Acts 2:5-6). The people were amazed, 

knowing that some of those speaking were Galileans, and not men who would 

normally speak many different languages. They wondered what this meant, and some 

even thought the Apostles were drunk (Acts 2:7-13). 

Peter, hearing these remarks, stood up and addressed the crowd. He preached to the 

people regarding the Old Testament prophecies about the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

He spoke about Jesus Christ and His death and glorious Resurrection. Great 

conviction fell upon the people, and they asked the Apostles, "What shall we do?" 

Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" 

(Acts 2:38-39). 

The Bible records that on that day about three thousand were baptized. Following, 

the book of Acts states that the newly baptized continued daily to hear the teaching 

of the Apostles, as the early Christians met together for fellowship, the breaking of 

bread, and for prayer. Many wonderful signs and miracles were done through the 

Apostles, and the Lord added to the Church daily those who were being saved (Acts 

2:42-47). 

http://www.orthodoxbrick.org/
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Special Prayers 
We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially 
for those who are ill and afflicted. 
Among them are Zoran Pejovic; 
Betty James; Manya Shark; 
Deryl Tczap; Rdr. John 
Economou; Margaret Makara; 
Ann Marie and Dennis Gahr, 
Billy & Linda Washenko, and 
Dorothy Studier.  

 
 

June 20, 2021 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA  

Holy Pentecost: Feast of the Holy Trinity 

Tone 7. Hieromartyr Methodius, Bishop of Patar (312). Rt. Blv. Prince Gleb Andreevich (son of St. 

Andrew Bogoliubsky—1174). Translation of the Relics of St. Gurias, Archbishop of Kazan’ (1630). 

Martyrs Inna, Pinna, and Rimma, disciples of Apostle Andrew in Scythia (1st-2nd c.). Martyrs 

Aristocleus—Presbyter, Demetrian—Deacon, and Athanasius—Reader, of Cyprus (ca. 306). St. 

Leucius, Bishop of Brindisi (5th c.). St. Callistus, Patriarch of Constantinople (1363). Icon of the 

Mother of God “Hodēgḗtria” (“THE GUIDE”) at the Monastery of Xenophontos on Mt. Athos. 

Hodēgḗtria Icon of the Mother of God (Παναγία Οδηγήτρια). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Acts 2:1-11      

Gospel: John 7:37-52, 8:12 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday – 10:30am Vespers of Pentecost 

Next Monday – 9:00am Divine Liturgy in Wantage 

Saturday – 6:00pm Great Vespers 

Sunday – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Epistle: Hebrews 11:33-12:2 

Gospel: Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30 

Annunciations 
TODAY – The older group will meet for their Church School session after 
Divine Liturgy. Today is effectively the last day of Church School for all our 
parish youth. We thank all parents for making Church School a priority for their 
children. We also thank the teachers, Sarah Bair and Gary Paxton, for preparing 
and leading sessions for our children, especially through the pandemic. 

TODAY – Immediately after the Divine Liturgy and the announcements, we will 
serve the Vespers of Pentecost (Kneeling Vespers).  

TODAY – During the announcements, we will honor those who are graduating 
from high school this year. They are: Angelina Christos, Reanna Paxton, and 
James Petrides. 

TODAY – Happy Fathers Day to all fathers, grandfathers and godfathers. Many 
Years to those who are still with us. Memory Eternal for all who have departed 
this life. 

TODAY – The Coffee Hour today is held in honor of those who are graduating 
from high school this year. It is also held in honor of all fathers, grandfathers, 
and godfathers whom we honor today on this Fathers Day. 

TODAY – Copies of our Diocesan magazine, Jacob’s Well, are available in the 
narthex. Please take a copy for yourself and for a friend. 

TOMORROW is the patronal feast day of our sister church, Holy Spirit Church 
in Wantage, NJ. Father Gary will concelebrate the Divine Liturgy with 
Archbishop Michael and Father Michael Pejovic. All are welcome to make the 
trip to Wantage to join the parish faithful and clergy in their celebration. 

THIS WEEK is a fast-free week.  

Grocery Gift Cards are available for purchase. Please contact Matushka Mary 
by email (matmaryb@gmail.com) or by phone at (848) 333-7075 to make 
arrangements. 

Stewardship Donations may be brought to the church or mailed to the church 
at 360 Van Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. On-line donations are possible by visiting 
our website for a link. Many thanks for continuing to support your parish 
prayerfully and financially. 

 

 

 

Holy Pentecost 

 

Please pray for vocations to the Holy Priesthood! 
 

We are happy that you have joined us for 

worship today and hope that you will join us 

for coffee hour after the service. Please 

note that reception of the Holy Eucharist 

is only for baptized members of the 

Orthodox Church who have prepared with 

prayer, fasting, and periodic confession. You 

are encouraged to receive the blessed bread 

that is offered at the end of the service 

and which may also be offered to you by 

one of your neighbors during Communion. 

 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting 

www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 

mailto:matmaryb@gmail.com
http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/

