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Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

Monasticism 
In the Orthodox Tradition the monastic calling is considered to be a personal gift of God to 

the individual soul for his salvation and service to the Body of Christ. The monastic vocation is 

the calling to personal repentance in a life dedicated solely to God. The ultimate Christian virtue 

of love is sought by the monk or nun primarily through prayer and fasting, and through the 

exercise of the Christian virtues of poverty, chastity, humility and obedience. 

The monastic Christian does not normally exercise any particular ministry in the Church such 

as that of priest, pastor, teacher, nurse or social worker. The monk is normally a layman and not 

a cleric, with each monastery having only enough clergy to care for the liturgical and sacramental 

needs of the community itself. 

In Orthodox Christian history many missionaries, teachers and bishops have come from men 

with monastic vocations. For centuries the bishops have been traditionally selected from among 

the monks. These additional callings, however, are considered to be acts of God’s will expressed 

in his people, and are not the purpose or intention of the monastic vocation as such. Indeed, one 

must enter a monastery only in order to repent of his sins, to serve God and to save his soul 

according to the ideals of monastic ascetism. The ceremony of monastic profession indicates this 

very clearly. Thus, for example, Saint Herman of Alaska was first dedicated to the monastic life, 

and only then, in obedience to his spiritual father, left his solitude to become a great missionary. 

Although the Orthodox Church does not have religious orders as the Latin Church does, there 

are in Orthodoxy different styles of monastic life, both individually and in community. Generally 

speaking some monasteries may be more liturgically oriented, while others may be more ascetic, 

while still others may have a certain mystical tradition, and others be more inclined to spiritual 

guidance and openness to the world for the purpose of care and counseling. These various styles 

of monasticism, which take both a personal as well as a corporate form, are not formally 

predetermined or officially legislated. They are the result of organic development under the living 

grace of God. 

In addition to the various spiritual styles of monastic life, three formal types of organization 

may be mentioned. The first is that of coenobitic monasticism. In this type all members of the 

community do all things in common. The second form is called idiorhythmic in which the monks 

or nuns pray together liturgically, but work and eat individually or in small groups. In this type 

of monasticism the persons may even psalmodize and do the offices separately, coming together 

only for the eucharistic liturgy, and even then, perhaps, only on certain occasions. Finally, there 

is the eremitic type of monasticism where the individual monks or nuns are actually hermits, also 

called anchorites or recluses. They live in total individual seclusion and never join in the liturgical 

prayer of the community, except again perhaps on the most solemn occasions. In the rarest of 

cases it may even happen that the Holy Eucharist is brought to the monk or nun who remains 

perpetually alone. 

In the Orthodox Church today in the Western world there are only a few communities with 

a genuinely monastic life. In the traditional Orthodox countries monasticism still thrives, although 

with greatly reduced numbers due to the political and spiritual conditions. In recent years, in some 

places, there has been a renewed interest in monasticism, particularly among the more educated 

members of the Church. 

http://www.orthodoxbrick.org/
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 NEXT SUNDAY – Please set your clocks BACK one hour on Saturday evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Prayers 

We pray for all our parish family members, but we pray especially for those who 
are ill and afflicted. Among them are: Betty James, Manya Shark, Deryl Tczap, 
June Farkouh, Rdr. John Economou, Margaret Makara, Tom Collins, Tom 
Kopec, Ann Marie Gahr, Dennis Gahr, Dorothy Studier, Helen Ciurczak, the 
child Olivia Harper, and Pauline Barnowsky.  
 

 

January 17, 2021 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Tone 7. Venerable and Godbearing Father Anthony the Great (356). Ven. Anthony of Dymsk 

(Novgorod—ca. 1224). Ven. Anthony of Chernoezérsk (16th c.). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Colossians 1:12-18 and Hebrews 13:17-21 

Gospel: Luke 18:18-27 and Luke 6:17-23 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today @ 9am Divine Liturgy 

Saturday @ 6pm Great Vespers 

Sunday @ 9am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings:     

Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11   

Gospel: Luke 18:35-43 

 

Annunciations 
TODAY – We are continuing a modified and controlled Coffee Hour ministry. The 
Parish Hall is set up to accommodate social distancing. Masks are required when 
traveling around the hall, but not when sitting and partaking of the refreshments. 
The hall will be sanitized after the Coffee Hour. 

TODAY – The younger members of the parish will meet for Church School. 
Next Sunday, the teens will gather for their session. 

TUESDAY – The inquirer group will resume holding discussions tonight at 7pm 
in the Parish Hall. All are invited to join in the discussion. Please contact Father 
Gary if you would like to participate.  

NEXT SUNDAY – Group 3 is invited to attend Divine Liturgy. 

SUNDAY, January 31 – The Parish Annual Meeting will be held. Details of the 
meeting format along with meeting reports will be distributed shortly. 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, Archbishop Michael has directed that 
houseblessings throughout the Diocese are to be postponed until sometime after 
Pascha.  

Holy water was blessed on the Feast of Theophany. Bottles of holy water are 
available in the church narthex or by request; please take no more than one per 
family.  

Grocery Gift Cards are available for purchase. Please contact Matushka Mary 
by email (matmaryb@gmail.com) or by phone at (848) 333-7075 to make 
arrangements. 

Stewardship Donations may be brought to the church or mailed to the church 
address: 360 Van Zile Road, Brick, NJ 08724. On-line donations are possible by 
visiting our website for a link. Many thanks for continuing to support your parish in 
these challenging times.  

 

Venerable and  

God-bearing Father 

Anthony the Great 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting www.oca.org, diocesan news and directives by 

visiting www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by visiting www.orthodoxbrick.org. 

 

 

The Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors program is an essential vehicle for funding 

the activities and programs of our diocese. Please consider participating in the 

program. Brochures are located by the bulletin board in the parish hall or at the 

diocesan website at www.nynjoca.org. 

Please pray for vocations to the Holy Priesthood! 
 

Many Years 
Birthdays this week: 

Thursday – Amanda Tesla 

Wedding Anniversaries this week: 

Today – Steve & Georgina Humphrey (#4) 

Saturday – Paul & Suzanne Hanas (#50) 

 

 

 

Congratulations and Many Years 

to Thomas and Chelsey 

(Catherine) Sietsema who were 

received into the Orthodox 

Church yesterday by the 

sacraments of baptism and 

chrismation. 

mailto:matmaryb@gmail.com
http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
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